The first 2 components in the PCA explained 83.7% (48.1 and 35.6%, respectively) of the variation in benthic cover between sites. The 3 habitats appeared well separated from each other. The partitioning of the back reef and slope was explained by PC1, whilst the lagoonal characteristics were distinguished by PC2. PC1 was mainly driven by pavement/matrix (P/M) dominating the slope. High live coral cover and epilithic algal matrix (EAM) were abundant on the back reef. Macroalgae was the distinguishing characteristic for the lagoon on PC2
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Scarus psittacus
6 2 0 8 Scarus rivulatus 5 1 6 1 2 2 Scarus rubroviolaceus 34 2 0 36 Scarus
